
Breaking Up Student-on-Student Fights
School staff may encounter situations in which their attempts to intervene in breaking up 
a student-on-student fight may lead them to sustain an injury or be subject to being 
struck by a student during an altercation. School staff members are not usually trained in 
law enforcement or physical restraint techniques, but more and more frequently find 
themselves confronting students involved in fighting. It is important that staff follow the 
school district policies addressing its expectations of staff members in such situations.

If an argument between students escalates and erupts into a fight, school staff must know 
how to stop or intervene in order to stop the fighting and take necessary steps to properly 
deal with aggressive student behaviors. The following are tips on proper ways to handle 
student-on-student confrontation.
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