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Black Lives Matter
A Statement from members of the
Milwaukee Board of School Directors
The marches against police brutality across the country have been a powerful example for all. Under
the clarion call “Black Lives Matter,” young people are showing their passion and commitment to
justice.
Members of the Board of School Directors of Milwaukee Public Schools stand with Black youth and
their communities in opposing all racist systems of oppression including laws, policies, and
government actions. The disproportionate rates of suspensions and expulsions, mass incarceration,
the war on drugs, unjust policing, voter suppression, and the underfunding of public schools, as well
as, structural policies like redlining, gentrification, employment discrimination, and more— all have
disastrous consequences on Black communities.
W.E.B. Dubois said, “The educators of Black youth must believe in them. They must have faith in
them and their community. They must trust them and encourage them and defend them.”
Members of the MPS Board of School Directors will be calling on and working with the Superintendent
and the Administration to engage the school district in discussion with MPS students and families. We
are committed to the emotional and physical safety of Black students and other youth of color. It
means that our schools and classrooms must be safe spaces for dialogue, listening to students, and
support on the issues raised by the Black Lives Matter movement. We have a responsibility to end the
school-to-prison pipeline and ensure that the curriculum is anti-racist and culturally relevant.
More immediately, we call upon the Milwaukee Police Department to publicly renounce the use of tear
gas, rubber bullets, and other aggressive measures against peaceful protesters exercising their first
amendment rights.
Members of the Milwaukee Board of School Directors are calling on all educators, families and
community to join us in this effort.
Black Lives Matter!
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